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E" Moving Toward the Horizon
e 7] William Lamb Picknell
Paysage (A Winter Day in Brittany)

The horizon is a place, far in the distance, where the sky comes down
to meet the land. If you live in a crowded city, you may never see the
horizon if buildings are blocking your view. But if you stand out in the
middle of a field you can probably see the horizon whichever way you
look.

In this painting, the low horizon stretches out under a big sky as a man
on horseback makes his way down a road wet with puddles from a
recent rain. It is a cloudy day in Brittany, a region of France close to the
seacoast where winters are mild. The grass near the roadside ditches
remains green, and the air takes on a silvery cast.

When the horseman entered this picture, the road was wide, stretch-
ing halfway across the bottom of the painting. But as he looks ahead,
strange things happen: the two sides of the road seem to move closer
together until they all but disappear at a single point between two
stands of trees. Tall pine trees growing along the roadside seem to
get shorter and shorter as the road goes on.

Will all this seem odd to the man on horseback? Not at all. As his
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