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MAJOR CONTEMPORARY ART EXHIBITION 

“WORK ETHIC” FEATURED AT THE BMA 
 

Meet the Artists on Opening Day 
     

BALTIMORE, MD (October 12, 2003) — Since the 1960s, artists have been hard at work—

pushing the limits of what can be considered art. From October 12, 2003, through January 4, 

2004, The Baltimore Museum of Art presents a provocative new exhibition of contemporary 

art that challenges the rules of both the workplace and the art world.  Work Ethic features an 

intriguing and often humorous variety of interactive installations, film and video, performance 

art and documentation, and written instructions for making art by an international group of 

artists that includes Andy Warhol, Bruce Nauman, Yoko Ono, and Gabriel Orozco. 
 

“The unconventional artworks and experiences in Work Ethic show how the world of work 

has changed in the past 40 years—both for artists and ourselves,” said BMA Director Doreen 

Bolger. “This exhibition will surprise and please visitors expecting a traditional museum 

experience.” 
 

Divided into four sections—Artist as Worker, Artist as Manager, Artists as Experience 

Maker, and Quitting Time—Work Ethic shows how there has been a fundamental shift in 

the role of the artist and what is considered art as the art world has entered the Information 

Age.   Examples from the exhibition include: 
 

▪ Erwin Wurm’s One Minute Sculptures (2000) instruct visitors to pose with props and hold 

their position for a minute, allowing themselves to be on view for others. 

▪ Baltimore artist Hugh Pocock drills a well in the sculpture gardens for the BMA-

commissioned work, Drilling a Well for Water (2003). 

▪ Roxy Paine’s automatic painting machine, Paint Dipper (1997), slowly makes a painting in 

the galleries without the artist.  

▪ Studio assistants translate Sol LeWitt’s instructions for Wall Drawing #280 (1976) into a 

web of colorful lines painted directly on the gallery wall. 

▪ A blank sheet of white paper titled 1000 Hours of Staring (1992-1997) documents Tom 

Friedman’s arduous task of staring over a five-year period.  
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Special exhibition-related events throughout the fall will bring artists such as Alison Knowles, Roxy Paine, 

Erwin Wurm, and Tom Marioni to the BMA to share insights into their radical artistic endeavors.  

 

Opening Day 

Sunday, October 12, 1-4 p.m. 

Free with Museum admission 
 

Meet several of the artists featured in Work Ethic and take part in the making of art at the BMA on Opening 

Day.  Listen to Erwin Wurm discuss the ideas behind his One Minute Sculptures. Witness Fluxus artist Alison 

Knowles performing her best-known work, Make a Salad. Join Tom Marioni in a discussion about his project, The 

Act of Drinking Beer with Friends Is the Highest Form of Art. Watch Baltimore artist Hugh Pocock drill for water in the 

BMA’s sculpture gardens. Listen to Hope Ginsburg’s multi-media presentation about her Little Black Moustache and 

Rosy Red Cheeks temporary tattoos (for sale in the BMA Shop). Take a special guided tour of the exhibition with 

exhibition curator Helen Molesworth and participate in a special hands-on workshop for families.  
 

Free First Thursday 

Thursday, November 6, 5-8 p.m. 

Free 
 

Enjoy free admission to the Museum all day, and then take advantage of special events during extended evening 

hours. Explore the galleries and enjoy interactive performances by Ruckus, the contemporary music ensemble at 

the University of Maryland Baltimore County. At 8 p.m., Ruckus will perform a one-hour concert featuring 

seminal works by radical visionaries whose music reflects the aesthetics of the Work Ethic exhibition. The 

evening will also feature gallery talks and a hands-on workshop for families. 
  

Ask an Expert 

Every Saturday throughout the exhibition, 1-3 p.m. 

Free with Museum admission 
 

Why is it art? Specially trained BMA Docents will be on hand to answer questions and engage visitors in an 

exploration of the ideas and artwork presented in Work Ethic on Saturdays throughout the exhibition. From an 

explanation of the concepts behind the Fluxus art movement to assistance in the self-assembly of Erwin Wurm’s 

participatory One Minute Sculptures, Docents will discuss recent art history and help visitors navigate this 

intriguing and unusual exhibition. 
 

Organized by the BMA, Work Ethic will travel to premiere contemporary art venues around the country, 

including the Des Moines Art Center in Iowa (May 15-2004-August 1, 2004) and the Wexner Center for the Arts 

in Columbus, Ohio (September 17, 2004-January 2, 2005). 
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The Work Ethic exhibition will be accompanied by a full-color, 248-page catalogue copublished by The 

Baltimore Museum of Art and Penn State University Press.  
 

The exhibition is curated by Helen Molesworth, former BMA Curator of Contemporary Art and Chief Curator of 

Exhibitions at the Wexner Center for the Arts. 

 

Work Ethic is made possible by an Emily Hall Tremaine Exhibition Award and a grant from The Andy Warhol 

Foundation for the Visual Arts. Additional support is provided by Howard S. Brown, Suzanne F. Cohen, Nancy 

Dorman and Stanley Mazaroff, Fifth Floor Foundation, the Friends of Modern Art at The Baltimore Museum of 

Art, and Katherine Hardiman. 

 

The Baltimore Museum of Art  

Founded in 1914, The Baltimore Museum of Art is Maryland’s largest art museum with more than 85,000 objects. 

The Museum presents a variety of major exhibitions each year, as well as special installations that showcase the 

Museum’s incomparable collection. The BMA’s preeminent holding of post-Impressionist and modern art—The 

Cone Collection—includes a group of 500 works by Matisse, considered the most comprehensive collection in 

the world, as well as major examples by Picasso, Cézanne, Gauguin, van Gogh, and Renoir.  
 

Highlights from the BMA’s collection include world-renowned works of modern and contemporary art; grand 

European paintings and sculpture from Old Masters through the 19th century; an extensive collection of prints, 

drawings, and photographs from the 15th century to the present; notable American decorative arts and Maryland 

period rooms; and African, Asian, Native American, and Oceanic art. The BMA’s sculpture gardens feature a  

100-year survey of modern sculpture on nearly three landscaped acres in the heart of the city. 

 

Visitor Information 

The Baltimore Museum of Art is open Wednesday through Friday, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday,  

11 a.m. until 6 p.m.; and during the first Thursday of every month (except major holidays), 11 a.m. until 8 p.m.  

The Museum is closed Monday, Tuesday, New Year’s Day, July 4, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  
 

Admission is $7 for adults; $5 for seniors age 65 and over and college students; and free for children 18 and under. 

Admission is free on the first Thursday of every month and for related Free First Thursday activities.  
 

The BMA is located on Art Museum Drive at North Charles and 31st Streets, three miles north of Baltimore’s Inner 

Harbor. For general Museum information, call 410/396-7100 or visit the BMA’s web site at www.artbma.org.  
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